
Skaneateles Conservation Area Advisory Committee 
meeting minutes 
Monday, January 18, 2016, 7:00 PM 
Attendees:  

• Committee members: Bob Sykes, Nancy Murray, Ken Kaufman, Randy Nonenmacher 
(small attendance presumably due to poor travel conditions that evening, not the SU 
basketball game that we missed) 

• Town Supervisor/Liaison: Jim Lanning 
• Guest: Whitney Lash Marshall, PhD, Visiting Instructor, SUNY-ESF Department of 

Environmental Studies. 

Minutes: 
1. Met with the new Town Supervisor.  

A. Jim Lanning, the newly-elected Skaneateles Town Supervisor announced that he 
would also like to be our committee’s liaison to the Town Board, and there were 
no objections. 

B. Discussed ideas and concerns from a tour of parts of the Conservation Area on 
Dec. 21, including:  

i. Pond water levels, including the desirability and advisability of a channel 
flowing into the pond. 

ii. Control of invasive vegetation, including newly planted trees to displace 
and shade out invasives, as well as continued manual and mechanical 
removal, as well as proposed chemical treatment. 

iii. Aesthetics of the area from the public roads, including the desirability of 
maintaining or creating view-sheds and the undesirability of thinning 
native vegetation on forest edges. 

2. Project advisor Whitney Lash Marshall discussed the ESF Senior Synthesis project to 
create a management plan for the Conservation Area  

A. Whitney was very enthusiastic about the project and said there would be from 50 
to 55 students, some Juniors, but mostly Seniors. (She later predicted 60 students.) 

B. She had met with Randy at the Conservation area on Thursday, January 14th, (the 
week prior to this meeting) to discuss the project and tour the area.  

C. The grouping of students for developing the plan would depend on the interests 
and background of the students. 

D. The class would begin on Weds. Jan. 20th and the first two classes would cover 
general information about management plans. 

E. Randy will be visiting their class third class on Feb. 3rd to discuss the area and 
what we would like to see covered in the plan. 



3. Treating the Phragmites around the beaver pond.  
A. RFPs for invasive species control from the FL-PRISM will be coming out in 

February. 
B. Hilary Moser from FL-PRISM has indicated that based on what she has seen 

of our current plans as discussed with certified applicator George Spak, our 
chances of receiving a grant to cover the amount that he estimated appear to be 
good. 

C. George recommended that we trample down the standing phragmites from 
previous years with snow shoes over the winter to make it easier for him to access 
the plants in the summer. 

4. Report on progress of Eagle Scout projects.  
A. The data for the GPS project is being consolidated, and one more GPS day on the 

trails will probably be needed to sort out the finer details. 
B. The Scout from the Skaneateles troop will probably be presenting a preliminary 

design for his steps project soon. 
5. Buckthorn and honeysuckle removal from around the aspen colony south of the 

observation deck to allow the colony to expand.  Aspen clones need a lot of sunlight to 
survive, so their expansion seems to stop when they encounter thick bucksuckle. (John 
Hosford and Randy have been working on this during our unusually clement weather.) 

6. Brush-mower purchase. Obtaining a walk-behind brush mower such as a Billy Goat 
Outback for use early in the spring would be very beneficial for mowing down buckthorn 
and honeysuckle resprouts from last year’s growing season. These need to be cut before 
the non-woody plants hide them so that we can be more selective and not end up mowing 
down the native seedlings that have been released by removal of the invasives. 

7. Nancy Murray discussed her efforts to do something at the Conservation Area to honor 
Bill Pavlus. We agreed that we wanted to do something, but deferred further planning 
until a meeting when more committee members were present. 

8. Our next meeting will be scheduled for February 15 (the third Monday of the month) if 
there are not any major conflicts. 
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